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Patrols

THIS MONTH WE HAVE BEEN PATROLLING

August 2023

Ashen,&Tilbury Juxta Clare
Ridgewell & Stambourne
Birdbrook & Sturmer
Earls Colne & White Colne
Colne Engaine
Sible & Castle Hedinham
The Belchamps
Great Yeldham
The Maplesteads

Domestic abuse is all about control.
If you notice that someone seems to

be controlled in all areas of their life,
it could be a sign they are being abused.
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Braintree District Policing Team

Speed Checks

THIS MONTH WE HAVE CONDUCTED SPEED CHECKS IN

Rowley Hill, Sturmer
Church Road, Great Yeldham
Colchester Road, Bures
Sudbury Road, Halstead
Colchester Road, Halstead

Mount Hill, Halstead

- Do it online at:
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Engagements

THIS MONTH WE HAVE VISITED

Coffee Morning @ Lamarsh Village Hall
Coffee Morning @ Birdbrook Community House
Coffee Morning @ St Peters Church, Sible Hedingham
Bures Market
Birdbrook Bowls Club Charity Event

Castle Hedingham Holiday Club, MoIIys Wood

You can report non-emergency crime by calling
101 or by using Digital 101, our quick and easy to
use online service that’s available at any time.

If you, or anyone you know, is

A CAREER THAT

» VMlI[S I]IFF[H[NI][

Join Essex Police

#FITTHE
(BILL|

interested in protecting and

serving Essex, you can follow
us on social media, or search
#FitTheBill




Braintree District Policing Team

Inspector Tours

Over the summer our district's commander, Chief Inspector Martin
Richards visited 3 of our district’'s towns in person and spoke with local
councillors

On 25th August he visited Halstead where he meet with members of the
town council at the Courtauld building at the sport ground. Here the
council got to ask the district commander direct questions about policing
Halstead. Afterwards the was a walking tour of the town to highlight any
vulnerable areas like some shop roofs being used by young people and
the old air raid shelters. The tour concluded at the pop up engagement
event in the Public Gardens
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Braintree District Policing Team

Braintree Station Open Day

On 15th August we held our open day at Braintree Police Station.

Over 800 people came to the station and got to meet and speak to
officers from a variety of different police departments including our
Firearms Licensing Team, Operations Support Group and Rural
Engagement Team

A special thank you for the agencies and volunteers that supported the
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Preventing car and vehi-
cle theft

Don't let thieves get an easy ride. Follow
these simple rules to protect your vehicle
from thieves.

1. Lock your vehicle

Locking your vehicle, even when filling up or parked on your drive, greatly reduces the
possibility of it being targeted by an opportunist thief. Even if you have locked your vehi-
cle, check you haven't left any windows or the sunroof open.

It is actually illegal to leave your vehicle running unattended while you de-ice it or warm
it up in cold weather. If someone takes it while it’s left like this, your insurer won’t pay
out because you won’t be covered.

If your vehicle has wing mirrors that fold in automatically when locked, make sure you
lock it properly. Criminal gangs are looking for vehicles like these where the wing mirrors
are still out because it is clear to them that the vehicle has been left unlocked.

2. Keep the keys safe

Vehicles today are by and large more difficult to steal than ever, unless the thief can ac-
cess your key or fob to clone them. Keep your keys safe, out of view when at home, and
away from your front door. It's not uncommon for car keys to be stolen from inside your
home by thieves fishing for them with a stick and hook through the letterbox.

Cars with keyless entry unlock automatically when the key comes within a short dis-
tance of the car. This can be from inside a pocket or bag. If you have to push a button
on your car key to open your car, you don't have keyless entry.

Keyless car theft or 'relay theft' is when a device is used to fool the car into thinking the
key is close by. This unlocks the car and starts the ignition.

Thieves only need to be within a few metres of your car key to capture the signal, even if
it's inside your home. This means that even if your car and home are secure, thieves
can still unlock, start and steal your car.

How to protect your keyless entry car

e When at home keep your car key (and the spare) well away from the car.
o Put the keys in a screened or signal-blocking pouch, such as a Faraday Bag.
e Reprogramme your keys if you buy a second hand car.
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3. Be aware of carjackers

The fact that you're in the car isn’t always a deterrent to someone trying to steal it.

In traffic, drive with the doors locked and when queuing leave enough space in front of
your vehicle to enable you to get out of a tight spot. If your vehicle is bumped from be-
hind, wait to pull over — somewhere safe and preferably where there are people. After
all, you don’t know the person who has collided with you; they could well be hijackers. If
you’re at all suspicious, consider calling the police.

If someone threatens you, it’s better to hand over the keys to the vehicle than become a
victim of assault. Then call as soon as possible, and ask for the police.

If your car is stolen, some modern vehicle alarm and tracker systems have the facility to
isolate or shut down fuel systems, bringing the vehicle to a halt and leaving the thief
high and dry.

4. Park responsibly

It's always advisable to avoid parking in dark and secluded areas. It’s worth an extra five
or ten-minute walk if it means your vehicle is left in a well-lit and busier street.

And if possible, always try to park in illuminated and staffed car parks or those with a
Park Mark safer parking award. To find one, simply check out

5. Watch for illegal tow trucks

Thieves often attempt to lift vehicles from the street, literally. So, if you see a towaway
crew acting suspiciously — especially if their vehicle isn’'t branded or if they’re not in uni-
form — then please report it immediately.

As with every report of suspicious behaviour made in good faith, we’ll never blame any-
one for calling us if it proves unfounded.

Car parks with height-restricted entrances help prevent illegal tow trucks and removal
vehicles. And fitting a category 1 or 2 alarm system with tracking, immo-
bilisation, anti-grab and movement sensors can
help protect and trace your vehicle.

6. Fit good in-car security locks

Bear in mind that built-in steering locks aren’t
necessarily thief-proof. Many can be forced
and broken. Fitting a steering
wheel, gear lever or clutch pedal security de-
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tel:999
http://www.parkmark.co.uk/car-park-finder
http://www.thatchamfitters.co.uk/car/cars-with-factory-fitted-thatcham-security
http://www.soldsecure.com/
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REPORTING BRAINTRE
COMMUNITY ISSUES

REPORT A CRIME

ANONYMOUSLY REPORT
DRUG ACTIVITY

REPORT A NOISE NUISANCE <
REPORT LITTERING

REPORT ANTI-SOCIAL
BEHAVIOUR

REPORT AN
ABANDONED VEHICLE

For crime prevention advice visit

IN AN EMERGENCY

www.essex.police.uk/cp ALWAYS CALL 999



