
Meeting of events group     11 August 2020 10.00  Queens hall by zoom 

Present: Cllr Mick Radley, Cllr Jackie Pell (Chairman), Cllr Peter Caulfield, Cllr Janet 

Atkinson, Sarah Greatorex Town Clerk 

Apologies: Cllr Garry Warren, Cllr Linda Smith, Cllr Dave Gronland 

The feasibility and safety of running planned events to be discussed 

1. Over 60’s Christmas Parties 

It was agreed that it would not be possible to hold the Christmas parties due to the current 

uncertainty, and the risk to both invitees and organisers. 

Cllr Radley suggested that HTC should organise a free raffle in order to keep contact with 

those who go on the outings. Town Clerk to investigate if sufficient donated prizes would be 

available to make this feasible. 

 

2 Guys in the park 

This event, organised by the Friends of the Public Gardens will go ahead as planned, under 

social distancing rules 

 

3. Christmas Fayre 

The Fayre has been cancelled by the Chamber of Commerce. 

 

4.Switch-on  28 November 2020 

It was agreed that there would be Christmas lights in the town, and that they would be 

switched on, on 28 November 2020 as planned. It would not be possible to have any 

gathering in the park, and it would be wise to ask BDC to close the park at dusk. It may be 

possible for the Mayor, 3 school children with one parent each and Father Christmas to do 

some kind of socially distanced switch on event in the park with or without the sleigh. 

It was agreed that HTC should try to maintain the “Tea with Santa and present” for the 

“switch on children” plus one parent. Town Clerk to investigate feasibility and compliance 

with guidelines. The group would walk at a distance from the Hyacinth to the switch on in the 

park and not in the sleigh as normal.   

Cllr Caulfield offered to livestream the event on Facebook for residents 

 

5.Torchlight 2020 Wednesday 2 December 18.30 

It will not be possible to hold the Torchlight procession this year, due to the risks associated 

with such an event.  



It will be possible to put the film of last year’s event on Facebook 

6. Civic reception after torchlight 

There will be no civic reception. 

As the purpose of the reception is to thank local clubs or organisations, the Mayor would like 

to do something in its place. 

This may be in the form of a presentation evening with a certificate for the organisations, and 

certainly for the volunteers who provided assistance to the elderly in lockdown and are 

continuing as a permanent volunteer force. It might also take the form of a letter with the 

Christmas card sent to those on the civic list to thank them and their organisations for their 

work and contribution to the community. There is also the suggestion of holding a garden 

party instead in the summer. 

It was agreed to do a press release informing the public of the cancellation of events, in the 

week beginning 17 August. 

7 AOB 

• Next meeting will be towards the end of January 2021 

• Next year’s coach trips to be revisited early next year – autumn trips might be 

feasible 

• It was decided not to prepare an events leaflet for 2021 as times will be uncertain for 

some time 


