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District Councillor Report 
 

 
Full Council Meeting 
 
I attended a virtual full council meeting held on Monday 27th July. 
 
Council was presented with a series of recommendations for the next steps following the letter received 
from the planning inspector after his review of Section 1 of the Draft Local Plan. It was agreed to accept 
the inspector’s main suggested modifications to remove both the Colchester Braintree Garden Community 
and the West of Braintree Garden Communities from Section 1 of the plan. Work will now focus upon 
finalise Section 2 of the Local Plan, which is all other elements except for the Garden Communities. 
 
The inspector raised the question of a review of the housing needs for the Braintree District following 
reports from the ONS. BDC will conduct a review of the housing needs and report back to the inspector – 
this was done on 30th July and a press release has since been published. This is likely to lead to a 
reduction in the housing need. 
 
The council was presented with an urgent item to consider regarding financial support for leisure centres 
in the district. Financial support was agreed and a reopening plan will now be made. 
 
Section 106 Open Spaces 
 
I arranged an on-site meeting at the Riverwalk area near the football ground with Nicola Murphy the BDC 
Chartered Landscape Architect along with HTC Cllrs Janet Atkinson and Cllr Malcolm Fincken to discuss 
Open spaces projects. I’m sure Cllrs. Atkinson and Fincken will update the council of the matters 
discussed in their report. 
 
Town Centre Regeneration Project 
 
I have been pressing BDC to convene a meeting with the Halstead BDC councillors for some time to 
discuss an update on progress with the Town Centre Regeneration project. I’m pleased to report that we 
now have a meeting arranged with the cabinet member and officers by Zoom on Monday 17th August. 
 
Members Development Evening 
 
I attended a Members Development evening by zoom on Wednesday 29th July. The subject of the 
evening was “Planning Improvement”. This was focussed upon giving members an insight into the work of 
the planning team and the main projects they are working on to improve the planning process. It was a 
very useful and informative session and clearly demonstrated the good work and commitment the team 
have to improvement. 
 

 

Recommendation: that HTC members note this report. 
 

Cllr. Mick Radley 
Braintree District Council 
Halstead St Andrews Ward 


