
 

 

 

 

 

To consider HTC’s COVID policy 

Queens Hall 

Although current government guidance does not allow the reopening of indoor venues for 

large social gatherings, it is likely that public halls like Queens Hall should be able to re-open 

fairly soon for activities where it is possible to maintain social distancing, and which do not 

involve large numbers of people. 

HTC staff have already received requests from Weightwatchers, from Slimming World as a 

new hirer, and from the NHS, who run physio sessions for children and from Crossways 

church group. 

Clearly activities which involve people getting close together, dancing, singing or socialising 

will not be able to take place for some time. For those who do want to return soon, it will be 

possible to specify very clearly the layout which is acceptable with social distancing. It is 

unlikely however that HTC will be able to place permanent 2-metre distancing marks on the 

floor of the hall, as each group uses the space in a different way. It is suggested that HTC 

works out an acceptable socially distanced layout for each group bearing in mind their 

normal way of operating – we are already in possession of their normal required template 

layout. 

This will be used in conjunction with a risk assessment prepared for users. A supply of hand 

sanitiser will be made available in Queens Hall, Council offices and at Courtaulds. 

Office 

In view of recent relaxation of the lockdown rules, it would now be reasonable to ask those 

staff who have been working from home to return to the office, while implementing the 

appropriate risk assessment for the office, unless the employee is shielding or living with 

someone who is shielding. 

Recommendation: 

1. that HTC, when government guidance allows, reopens Queens Hall to regular users 

with up to a maximum of 30 individuals at any one time in strict accordance with 

social distancing. 

2. That HTC asks those employees who have been working from home and are now 

able to return to work to do so, while following the guidelines supplied in the risk 

assessment 

3. That HTC agrees to the purchase of 6 wall mountable dispensers and supply of hand 

sanitiser to install in Queen Hall, Council offices and Courtaulds, in line with 
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government guidelines, at a cost of £281 per year for 3 years, from our usual sanitary 

supplier Initial. 

 

 

Sarah Greatorex    

 Town Clerk 


